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Introductions...

* Sharon Valverde

« Research
Associate/Adjunct
Faculty at Texas Tech
University

« Background in wildlife
management -
especially mammals

« Recently moved to
Granbury from being an
Assistant Professor at the
University of West
Alabama




Introductions...

« /R Ranch

1500 ac restored,
currently-workin
ranch in Acton,

* Living model of a
resilient ecosystem

Donated to Texas
Tech University by
Murray Randle

 Active restoration
since early 1980s

Future educational
center for K-12,
college, and adults
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What this region should look like...
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So, what happened?
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Back in the day... | —
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Historical Natural Fire Regimes
Version 2000

Pioneer Species

5-150 years
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‘© 2006 Encyclopadia Britannica, Inc.
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So, what happened?
We lost the natural
disturbance factors.



Vegetation Cover Makes a Difference
Rain Infiltrates Rain Runs Off
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We lost the natural
disturbance factors.
Now, how do we fix it?
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Thanks for the history
lesson, Sharon, but what
kind of biodiversity are we
talking about...?

(i.e. where are the flower
pictures?)
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Chalk npappus Winecup Mllo (ad Texas Str?)
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Stiff Greenthread?
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Mimosa More Stiff Greenthread
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Ongoing Efforts at 7R

e Research

* A lot of in-field efforts are currently stalled while
legal processes complete the transition from Mr.
Randle’s estate to TTU...

* Hoping to restart those this summer!
* Previous summers =

* Education
* Qutreach/Engagement




Ongoing Efforts at 7R

e Research

e Education

* Developing educational programs for
regional K-12 students

* Talking to teachers right now about
what is most needed/useful

* Developing smaller workshops that
could be hosted off-site

* Qutreach/Engagement




Ongoing Efforts at 7R

e Research
 Education

* Qutreach/Engagement

* Developing partnerships where we can
support regional educational efforts

* Romancing the Monarch!

 Festivals at the Acton Nature
Center

* Ranch Day at Texas Tech
* Etc.
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Are we looking for
people to engage? Yes!

e Soon...

* But we would love to host
a “field trip” with anyone
Interested in this group!

* Eventually!

* Workshops on native
plants and their roles in
ecosystems

* Plant “bioblitzes”
* Monarch habitat surveying

 VVolunteers to assist with
native plant educational
trails!!




Thank you!

Any questions?
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